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***xx Excerpt from The Solitude of Abraham Lincoln: Typical Reminiscences lllustrating a Life Whose Deepest Moments Were Lived Alone Genius has
no intimates. The great soul can make no confession, except to its Maker, of its aspirations and inspirations. That sense of Lincolns solitude was at
times powerfully impressed upon his associates in the National Administration. One or two of them perceived that his saving grace of humor served
to mask or shield the hermit solitude of his real life, or else to give momentary relief to it. Charles A. Dana, who was a keen and accurate observer of
men, fathomed much sooner than did Dana s chief, Edwin M. Stanton, Lincolns Secretary of War, the impulse that led Lincoln to turn in times of
great stress to Petroleum V. Nasby s brilliantly humorous irony and read it in merriment as though the fate of the nation were not at issue. On the
evening of the Presidential election of 1864, Lincoln went from the White House to the old War Office to hear any returns that might be there
received. He sat upon a sofa in Stanton s office, making merry over one of Nasby s letters. The grim Secretary of War said to Mr. Dana: | wish you
would look at Lincoln, sitting on that sofa, roaring over Nasby s nonsense, while at this moment throughout the Union they are counting the votes to
find out whether Lincoln has been re-elected, or McClellan has beaten him. You wouldn t think it mattered the toss of a copper to him. But Dana
knew better, and in after years he spoke to the writer of the incident. To him...
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