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May 13, 1896 They are both among the most perfect types of the New England town. They were both possessed and established as organized
communities soon aCer the termination of the French and Indian Wars, by men and women whose superiors as state makers have never been
known since the dawn of civilization succeeded the night of barbarism. Freemasonry was introduced in this region, and a Lodge, Chapter, Council,
and Commandery, for the exemplification of the rites of the institution, were established by these same sturdy pioneers and their immediate
successors. Under whatever forms and organizations its principles have been perpetuated, the stable and progressive character of that old stock is
unmistakably recognized in the two establishments of the fraternity, Franklin lodge and St. Andrews Chapter, with whom we now take a retrospect
of the past and contemplate the future. Freemasonry Established In The Province Of New Hampshire. Some of the adventurous spirits who led in the
English colonization and commerce of the Atlantic plantations were custodians of the rites of Freemasonry. An authorized Lodge is recognized at
Boston as early as 1733, and another at Portsmouth in 1736. A long period of war and political commotion intervened between these dates and the
conclusion of the War of the Revolution. In such times it might not be expected that an institution, having for its great objects the restraint of
improper desires and passions, the cultivation of an active benevolence, and the promotion of a correct knowledge of the duties we...
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