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about five this morning at a ball to which | had forbidden her to go. Possibly, therefore, she s tired. She may be still in bed. His tone was hard and
hopeless, and seemed meant to be one of studied indifference. | ll go and look for her when | ve had my cup of tea, | said, trying to speak lightly. It
will do her no good to sleep away this lovely morning, however little night sleep she may havo had. She should be up and out. He only shrugged his
shoulders, evidently intending to indicate that this was not a matter in which he had any influence, or a subject which had any interest for him. Then
he tried to make me garrulous on what is supposed to be one of an old woman s favourite topics--her own ailments. | ought to have had better
advice than poor old Dr. Skirlew s, he said; and he wished to make me promise on any future occasion, should such arise, to let him know of my
being ill. At least--if He broke that sentence off abruptly. The servant, just then entering with my tea, gave him the excuse for doing this; but | seemed
to understand that he would have done the same in any case. He had the tea equipage set down, that ho might with his own hand serve me....
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