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*xx*x* Excerpt from Public Involvement Manual Since its inception by the Reclamation Act of 1902, first as the Reclamation Service and then as the
Bureau of Reclamation, the mission of the Water and Power Resources Service has been to develop, manage, and conserve the water and related
resources of the western United States for the benefit of the people and the Nation. From its beginnings in single purpose irrigation undertakings to
its current stature as architect of multipurpose projects, the Service has had the ability and perceptiveness to change to meet the needs of the
people. The emphasis in uses and the policies for management of our finite water resources will continue to change as our Nation s economic,
social, and environmental priorities change. Interaction with the people - Public Involvement - provides a process to ensure that programs of the
Service remain responsive to the changing needs and concerns of the people through meaningful public participation in our decision-making
process. The Service has issued Instructions on Public Involvement (Series 350, General Instructions, Part 351, Public Involvement). Those
instructions: State as policy the purpose, objective, and scope of public involvement within the organization; Establish responsibility and
accountability for public involvement among the respective management levels within the organization; and Set forth systematic processes to be
followed in public involvement activities. Public involvement will become increasingly an integral part of the Service s activities - a part of our way
of doing business. Nearly everyone in the organization will share in that responsibility. Knowledge and skills in the techniques needed to interact
effectively with the numerous publics will be essential to many positions having program responsibility. All personnel involved...
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