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*****.Excerpt from The Three Powers of Government Gentlemen of the Law School: - The subject of my lecture to-day is in the department of
Constitutional Law. For two years past I have devoted the closing lecture of my course for the autumn term, to some of the topics embraced in that
department, which were of prominent interest in connection with passing events, and I propose to continue that arrangement. My subject at the
present time is the three great powers of government, to wit, the Legislative, Judicial, and Executive, with a view to the consideration of the
appropriate functions of each, in a constitutional republic, and especially under the constitutions of the several States, and of the United States;
showing the absolute necessity that they should be kept separate, and the action of each confined to its appropriate sphere. You are at once aware,
from this announcement, that I must necessarily traverse some of the debatable ground, which has recently been contested by diJerent parties with
a greater degree of zeal than of knowledge or discretion. From the prominence which has lately been given to the discussion of some portion of the
subject, or, perhaps, I should rather say the prominence which has been given to violent assertions of opinion, and violent denunciations of opinion,
on topics connected with the subject, it may well be supposed that you have all of you, to some extent, greater or less, formed opinions in relation to
them. It is quite probable that those opinions may not be entirely alike, and perhaps the opinions which some of you have formed may be not
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