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Excerpt: . .. 11 they are unusually good stewards of the forest. Can you compare their forests with those managed by the Federal Government, for
example, or on other private lands What is your observation ORDON Mr. G. Well, | think Indian forestry has two big advan-tages with respect to any
other forest management. Weve talked about some of the disadvantages - under-funding and under-staff-ing - but the two big advantages are that
they live with the con-sequences of all their decisions. Senator S. Because theyre there. MITH ORDON Mr. G. If they decide not to cut timber, they get
to not have the money. Senator S. Yes. MITH ORDON Mr. G. If they decide to burn, they get to cope with the smoke. So | think that leads to a balanced
view of forest manage-ment, and | think thats a very good thing. The second thing is that tribes are diverse, so many different tribes try many
different things in forestry, so instead of a fairly rigid template of management, you have a diverse set of ideas, and this leads to innovation and to a
form of adaptive management, where you can compare different kinds of management on similar forests. So to me those are the two major
advantages, in addition, of course, to what you mentioned, innate feeling for the land. Senator S. And because of those forces that you talk about,
MITH are the Indian forest lands in better condition than those that you find otherwise...
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