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great bitterness and savagery by opponents who knew that defeat meant the destruction of everything they stood for. The outcome of this bitter
struggle was quite as momentous as the struggle which had preceded it. By 1945 a huge swathe of Europe between Berlin and Moscow had been
reduced to a devastated wasteland in which whole societies had been erased from the face of the earth. Over 26 million Soviets and between four
and five million Germans lay dead. The victory of the Red Army transformed the Soviet Union into one of the world s two superpowers. It also saw
the complete destruction of Hitler s megalomaniac vision for the East, the division of the German Reich, and the Soviet domination of Eastern
Europe for a generation. In Operation Barbarossa, German military...
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